
 

Unit 1: We are Readers 
 

All about this unit:  

We are Readers is our very first kindergarten reading unit! This unit teaches children 

that, yes, THEY ARE READERS!  The ultimate goal for this unit is to create kids who want 

to learn to read and believe that they can do it.  This unit emphasizes the idea that 

there are a lot of ways to be a reader, and we celebrate all the ways to be a reader.  

This means teaching children that they can “read” signs in the world around them, 

they can “read” the pictures in books, they can retell familiar stories, and even start to 

read the words they know in books.  

 

In the first half of this unit students will “read” the words around their classrooms, their school 

hallways, their home, and the world around them! They will learn that print carries meaning and 

we can find letters and words that we know EVERYWHERE! We will also start to read and learn 

from “Learn about the world” books, also known as nonfiction books. Students will learn to look 

closely at the pictures to learn new information about the topic. They will also learn the power 

of “rereading” books over and over to learn more! 

      

In the second half of this unit students will be reading old favorite storybooks that they have 

heard read aloud in class or at home over and over again. The students will not be reading the 

books conventionally, but instead, we will encourage the students to retell the story by using the 

pictures as a guide. We will encourage students to try to use the “exact words” from the story 

and make the story come alive with character voices!   

 



 

Ways to help your child at home:  

 Walk around your house or town and encourage your 

child to “read” the signs and talk about what they mean! 
● Encourage your child to “read the pictures” and talk about 

what they are learning from the pictures in books. 

● Reread favorite storybooks over and over again!  

● Listen and watch the storybook links your child’s teacher 

provides of books we are reading in class. 

● Practice reading and writing snap words. (Snap words are 

sight words students should be able to read and write in a 

“snap” without sounding out.) 

● Practice recognizing uppercase and lowercase letters and 

letter sounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Talk with your child about “Concepts of Print”. Hand you’re 

a child a book and ask them to show you the following: 

-How to correctly hold a book (not upside or backwards) 

-Where is the front cover, the spine, the title page, and the 

back cover? 

-Where do I start reading? (The first page) 

-Now where do I read next? (The next page, from left to 

right) 

-Point to the words. Point to the pictures. 

-Can you find a period? Can you find a question mark? 

Can you find an exclamation point? 

-Can you find any snap words that you know? 

-Can you to point to each word as I read it? 


